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carloS SaMpayan BuloSan (c. 1911– September 11, 1956) 
was a Filipino American author, poet, and activist. A chronicler of the 
Filipino American experience in during the 1930s-early-1950s, he is best 
remembered for his semi-fictional, semi-autobiographical novel America 
Is in the Heart (1946) — a staple in American Ethnic Studies and Asian 
American Studies classes.

Though Bulosan was only 42-45 years old when he died of tuberculosis-
complicated pneumonia in Seattle in 1956, he left behind a large body 
of poems, novels, short stories, plays, and correspondence on a range 
of related topics. Bulosan’s works describe the experience of growing up 
poor in a rural area of the Philippines, chronicling social and economic 
conditions created by American occupation and centuries of Spanish 
colonialism. ’s work captures the “push” factors that drove himself his 
generation to the United States. Bulosan, they hoped to find a better 
future and forged resilient and adaptive communities in the face of an 
often-hostile and exploitative European American culture in the United 
States. migrating to the United States via Seattle in 1930, he spent several 
years working migratory labor jobs and labor organizing with his fellow 
Filipino immigrants. In doing so, Bulosan shared common experience 
with many other first-generation Filipino migrant workers, most of whom 
worked in domestic jobs or in agricultural or cannery labor on a migratory 
labor circuit that spanned the West Coast—from California to Oregon, 
Washington, and Alaska.

Bulosan is a central figure in Filipino American history. His words and image 
appear in murals and exhibits throughout Seattle’s International District. 
Scholars, artists and activists continue to look to him for inspiration. Yet 
many factors conspired to silence Bulosan and ensure his words and 
deeds would never be known. It was because of the hard work of various 
progressive labor, ethnic, cultural, and political communities — the same 
communities that inspired and sustained Bulosan — that we remember 
him today. Bulosan is remembered as a progressive anti-colonial, pro-labor, 
humanitarian voice by an array of communities including Asian/Pacific 
Islanders, organized labor, academics and intellectuals, and a wide range of 
social justice; ethnic; and activist communities.

This exhibit examines Bulosan and the many overlapping communities of 
which we was a part. As a labor organizer and a self-consciously radical 
writer, deeply interested in anti-colonial political struggles ongoing in 
the Philippines, Bulosan was hounded by the FBI. Blacklisted, often in 
poor health, and unable to work, he lived much of his life in poverty. 
Nevertheless, a large circle of friends, including radical activists and 
authors, members of the cannery workers union (ILWU Local 37), and 
others supported him. These communities recognized the importance of 
his contributions, and made his work possible.

November 7, 2014 - March 13, 2015 

EXHIBIT:  Author, Poet, and Worker:  
The World of Carlos Bulosan 
SElEcTIonS FroM THE unIVErSITy oF WaSHIngTon lIBrarIES SpEcIal collEcTIonS

allEn lIBrary, SpEcIal collEcTIonS loBBy and rEadIng rooM 

PHOTO: “Carlos Bulosan, ca. 1950s.” University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections, POR0020.

Throughout his 
life, Bulosan was 
lackadaisical about 
retaining copies of 
his work. Moving 
from hotel to hotel or 
sleeping on friends’ 
couches, especially 
in his later years, 
he often simply 
had nowhere to 
keep it. Much of his 
poetry was written 
into his letters and 
correspondence. 
manuscripts were 
left to friends for 
safekeeping or 
sent to prospective 
publishers and 
never returned. 
In the years after 
Bulosan’s passing, a group of his friends 
formed a Manuscript Committee, hunting down copies of his work by 
placing appeals in union circulars and local newspapers and writing to his 
former publishers. The papers collected by the Manuscript Committee 
ultimately made their way to the University of Washington Libraries Special 
Collections, where they remain preserved to this day.

This exhibit draws on Bulosan’s papers, as well as those of his friends, 
associates, and the records of the cannery workers’ union to place his 
life in the larger contexts of Seattle, the West Coast, and the world. The 
exhibit begins with the American occupation of the Philippines, which 
shaped Bulosan’s childhood and his family’s economic prospects, and his 
high school education and led to his ultimate arrival in Seattle in 1930. 
It traces his harrowing years in the Great Depression and the larger 
immigration context and history and the formation of the cannery workers’ 
union, his involvement in radical left-wing labor and literary circles, to 
his breakthrough success as a best-selling novelist during World War 
II. Then the exhibit moves on to Seattle, where Bulosan spent the last 
half-decade of his life until his untimely passing in 1956. Here the exhibit 
shows Bulosan’s work for the Filipino cannery workers union, his growing 
concern with Philippine anti-colonial struggles, and the larger radical 
community of friends and comrades that sustained him. The exhibit also 
displays selections from his extensive FBI file. Finally, the exhibit illustrates 
Bulosan’s legacy, taking a look at the many people who have been inspired 
by his words and deeds.



9:30 - 9:45 am

Doors Open. Coffee and Pastries

9:45 - 10:00 am

Introduction

VIcEnTE raFaEl, unIVErSITy oF WaSHIngTon

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Panel I:  Bulosan in and for the World: 
Transnational Radicalism and  
Local Politics

Moon-Ho Jung

revOluTiOn and sediTiOn aCrOss THe paCiFiC 
Focusing on the US state’s efforts to monitor and contain radical 
movements in the Philippines and in the United States during Carlos 
Bulosan’s lifetime, this paper will trace the varied and extended genealogies 
of revolution and sedition across the Pacific.

Moon-Ho Jung teaches US history and Asian American Studies at UW.  He’s 
currently working on a book titled The Unruly Pacific: Race and the Politics of 
Revolution and Empire, 1898-1941.

November 14, 9:30  am - 5:00 pm   HUB Room 145

About the Conference: 
As one of the most important figures in the history of Philippine Anglophone literature and Filipino and Asian American history, Carlos Bulosan is best known 
for his literary works and his participation in labor organizing. Born in rural Pangasinan, Philippines while it was under American colonial rule, Bulosan 
arrived in the United States in 1930. He worked in the agricultural fields and urban centers of the West coast and came to write of his experiences in the 
autobiographical novel, America Is in the Heart. Published in 1946, it was hailed as the first English-language account by a migrant laborer in the US. Because of 
its sympathetic views towards labor, it also came to exemplify the genre of socially committed writing that was emerging in the post-war Philippines. Indeed, 
Bulosan himself would come to write another novel, The Cry and the Dedication, dealing with the Hukbalahap Rebellion of the late 1940s-1950s.  Even as he 
gained a reputation in the American Republic of Letters, Bulosan continued to be engaged with Filipino writers and Philippine politics.  

America Is in the Heart was largely forgotten by the 1950s and 1960s. It was not until University of Washington Press published it in 1973 in the wake of the 
Civil Rights movement and the rise of an Asian American political self-consciousness — coinciding in the Philippines with the declaration of Martial Law a 
year earlier — did Bulosan’s novel reach new and different audiences. It quickly became part of the canon of Asian American literature and continues to be 
widely assigned in classes on American and Asian American studies.  Aside from his other literary works, Bulosan was also active in labor organizing especially 
with the International Longshore and Warehouse Union Local 37. Combining his interests in labor and civil rights, Bulosan wrote other books and numerous 
essays. But his work also brought him to the attention of the FBI which kept an extensive file on his activities and blocked him from getting other writing 
assignments. He eventually settled in Seattle where he died in 1956. 

This conference examines the global, national and local contexts of Bulosan’s life and works. The speakers will address the relationship between his artistic 
and political legacies, re-situating his novels in relation to both Philippine and American literary traditions, his politics in relation to the socialist and liberal 
democratic currents of his era and our own, and his place in understanding the braided histories of labor migration, racial formation, Filipino diasporic 
imagination, and imperial expansion in the American Asia-Pacific before and after World War II.

rIck Baldoz

COmrade CarlOs BulOsan: making sense OF THe 
FilipinO ameriCan radiCal TradiTiOn

This talk will explore evolution of Carlos Bulosan’s political consciousness 
from the 1930s to the 1950s highlighting Bulosan’s relationships with 
various popular front organizations, ethnic labor unions as well as his 
efforts to mobilize support for left-wing movements in the Philippines. I will 
also discuss the US government’s campaign to monitor and harass Filipino 
American labor activists and to disrupt transnational networks linking 
Filipino partisans in the United States and the Philippines. 

Rick Baldoz is an Associate Professor in the Sociology Department at Oberlin 
College. He is the author of the award winning book, The Third Asiatic 
Invasion: Empire and Migration in Filipino America, 1898-1946 (NYU Press). He 
is currently working on a monograph about the 1965 Hart Celler Immigration 
Act, examining this historical legislation against the backdrop of Cold War 
politics, anti-colonial upheaval, and domestic civil rights mobilization. 

lanE ryo HIraBayaSHI 
TranspaCiFiC pOliCing: CarlOs BulOsan and F.B.i. and 
m.i.s. surveillanCe, 1951
It has been reported, on separate occasions, that both the FBI and the 
Military Intelligence Service — the intelligence arm of the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines — accused Carlos Bulosan of being a communist.  We 
review the simultaneous surveillance activities on the part of intelligence 
agencies on both sides of the Pacific, and raise new questions concerning 
accusations against, and the collection of information about, the 
famous Filipino activist during the early 1950s.  Were the FBI and the 
Military Intelligence Service coordinating efforts?  Were they exchanging 
information?  Whatever the case, is it now patently clear that federal 



authorities in the USA and the P.I. branded Bulosan as a communist, and 
seriously damaged his reputation and his life in the process.

Lane Ryo Hirabayashi is core faculty in the Asian American Studies 
Department at UCLA, where he is also the inaugural “George & Sakaye 
Aratani Professor of the Japanese American Incarceration, Redress, and 
Community.”  Lane recently published A Principled Stand: The Story of 
Hirabayashi v the United States (University of Washington Press, 2013).  He 
is currently working on a new book dealing with ideologies of resettlement, 
revolving around ethnographic interviews taken with Issei and Nisei who 
moved to the cities and hinterlands of Colorado during and after the war.

andrEW HEddEn

FragmenT OF CarlOs BulOsan: seaTTle, 1930-1956
“Trace my life up and down this coast, and you will find fragments of me 
everywhere; you will find my blood enriching the soil, my tears flooding the 
awful loneliness of my many hotel rooms. But you will also find the seed 
of my love growing radiantly in many lives, promising a fruitage far beyond 
my wildest expectations; and these are now shedding lights in darkened 
lives so gloriously that I can almost cry with joy.”

- Carlos Bulosan, letter to Jean Gundlach, May 1953

Nearly sixty years have passed since Carlos Bulosan’s death and as yet a 
comprehensive biography remains unwritten.. But as often as Bulosan is 
cast as a man of mystery — and as much as Bulosan himself did to cultivate 
such a persona — yielding to this portrayal leaves important historical 
work left undone. Building upon recent scholarship that excavates the last 
decade of Bulosan’s life, this paper focuses on one particular piece within 
the whole: Bulosan’s life and times in Seattle. The city that witnessed his 
arrival in the United States in 1930, Seattle underwent massive changes 
before he returned again twenty years later to live in the city under the 
creeping shadow of the Cold War. There Bulosan enjoyed a network of 
left-wing comrades who, in addition to helping weather his radical politics 
through the dark days of McCarthyism, housed and fed him, provided him 
employment, kept him company during a sustained stay in a tuberculosis 
sanitarium, and, when he passed in 1956, not only arranged his burial, 
but collected and preserved his manuscripts for posterity. Moreover, 
Seattle’s Skid Road — many denizens of which were interred with Bulosan 
in the sanitarium — purportedly furnished the subject of his last novel, 
said to be completed before his death but missing ever since. Not unlike 
what Bulosan wrote to his comrade Jean Gundlach in 1953, this work of 
collecting the fragments of his life and piecing them together illuminates 
his legacy across a range of overlapping contexts, ultimately allowing the 
conclusion that his life, as much as his writing, is a source of inspiration 
and relevance to radical politics of the present.

Andrew Hedden is the program coordinator of the Harry Bridges Center for 
Labor Studies and a graduate student in History at the University of Washington.

12:00 - 1:00 pm

Lunch Break

1:00 - 3:00 pm

Panel II: Fictive Knots:   
Bulosan on Revolution and Race

MarIlyn c. alquIzola

revisiTing “THe Cry and THe dediCaTiOn”
This presentation offers a reading of one of Carlos Bulosan’s final full-length 
manuscripts, subsequently published by the University of Washington Press 
as The Cry and the Dedication.  Set in the context of the late 1940s-early 
1950s Hukbalahap revolutionary movement in the Philippines, the novel 
explores an intrigue-filled attempt of Huk partisans in the hinterlands to 
rendezvous with a mysterious Filipino benefactor from the USA who they 
are supposed to meet in Manila.  In this fashion, the novel explores the 
socio-political, as well as the personal, costs of revolutionary struggle as the 
Philippines was swept by transformative ideologies and movements that 
swept through Asia in the immediate post-war period. 

Marilyn Alquizola has taught Asian American literature at several 
universities nationwide, and is author of numerous articles including “The 
Fictive Narrator of America Is in the Heart” and co-editor of Privileging 
Positions: The Sites of Asian American Studies. She also authored, along 
with Lane Hirabayashi, a new introduction to Carlos Bulosan’s classic, 
America Is in the Heart, which was reissued in 2014 by the University of 
Washington Press.

VIncE ScHlEITWIlEr

wHiTe lOve, BlaCk masks: sexual eduCaTiOn and 
raCial masquerade in us empire

Veering extravagantly from celebration to obscurity, the long career of 
Carlos Bulosan’s literary reputation bears a curious likeness to the work 
itself, concerned as it is with the dizzying swings of fortune that formalize 
a politics and aesthetics of Filipino colonial migrancy. Perhaps this 
vertiginous condition is better left uncorrected, even as one may hope that 
marking his centennial might help to reactivate Bulosan studies across 
a transpacific range of fields and disciplines. In such a spirit, this paper 
proposes a decanonizing approach to Bulosan, challenging the limitations 
of his multiple recuperations by dwelling with some of the more troubling 
moments in his writings. Specifically, this paper considers how, in both his 
published and unpublished writings, the intimate violence of US imperial 
racialization is devolved onto Negro and Igorot characters, elevating the 
figure of the heroic migrant writer as the exceptional student of America’s 
racial and sexual education. Perversely enough, this education takes the 
form of a tabooed intercourse of letters between white women and a 
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Filipino man, a heterosexual coupling that would produce international 
proletarian revolution. Bulosan’s “America,” moreover, must be understood 
as an ideological opening in imperial relations and as the larger prize of 
Filipino anticolonial struggle: not the circle of inclusion that might absorb 
Filipinos in its expansion, but the terrain upon which Filipino victory would 
achieve world-historical status. It didn’t work out that way, of course, 
but what is more troubling in Bulosan is that the representation of this 
politics is achieved by reinscribing the racial stigma of sexual depravity, 
not only onto the Negro or the Igorot, but onto his fellow Filipino migrants 
in the metropole.In focusing on these limitations, this paper aims not 
to measure Bulosan’s sexual politics against a supposedly enlightened 
present-day standard, but to sound the reaches of a shared predicament, 
in which the mobilization of antiracist and anti-imperialist desires are 
essential to imperialism’s own, ever-expanding justifications. In this sense, 
Bulosan’s writings may be most valuable where their conception of politics 
is exceeded by their fidelity to a Filipino migrant aesthetic, subjecting 
their representation of the political to the runaway extravagance of their 
affection for the tragic. 

Vince Schleitwiler is an Assistant Professor at Williams College, teaching 
courses in African American literature and comparative ethnic studies.  His 
first book, Strange Fruit of the Black Pacific: Imperialism’s Racial Justice and Its 
Fugitives, explores the intersecting migrations of African Americans, Japanese 
Americans, and Filipinos across US imperial domains in the first half of the 
20th century, and is under contract at NYU Press.

FrancISco BEnITEz

laugHTer is in THe HearT: a reading OF LAughter of 
my fAther and the PhiLiPPines is in the heArt

Francisco Benitez is president of the Philippine Women’s University in 
Manila. He was formerly assistant professor of Comparative Literature 
at the University of Washington and is currently finishing a book on 
subjectivity and Philippine literary history in the 20th century.

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Panel III: Bulosan’s Legacy:  
The Rights of Labor

MIcHaEl Mccann and gEorgE loVEll 
radiCalizing rigHTs: CarlOs BulOsan and THe legaCy 
OF FilipinO laBOr pOliTiCs in THe us
Our essay will attempt to connect three dimensions of Carlos Bulosan’s 
powerful contributions to a Left labor politics of workers’ rights in the 
US, and especially on the West Coast.  First, we read Bulosan’s classic 
text America Is in the Heart through the lens of law and the ambiguous 
promise of citizen rights.  Most of Bulosan’s powerful narrative chronicles 
how individual Filipino and other migrant workers were rights-less on 
the American mainland; they instead were treated as “criminals” by state 
officials and white citizens alike, and subjected to arbitrary violence and 
exploitation in every domain of life. Bulosan’s account of the Filipino 
experience thus added to the many American narratives about the 
hypocritical and exclusionary impact of rights practices in a racist and 
capitalist nation.   However, once minority workers began to organize 
in and through unions, the promise of rights took on new, deeper, 
transformative meaning.  The investment by Bulosan in the normative 
power of rights for Filipino workers and radical dissidents is palpable in a 
second text, the 1952 Yearbook of ILWU Local 37, where a host of rights-
based claims were mobilized to challenge as well as serve entrenched 
hierarchies. Third, Bulosan’s literary and political writings figured 
prominently in shaping the adversarial political identities and aspirations 
of young Filipino labor activist in the 1970s who mobilized around both 
core civil rights and socioeconomic human rights to challenge an imperial 
state and advance democratic socialism in workplaces of migrant workers, 
in communities up and down the West Coast of the US, and against the 
despotic rule of Ferdinand Marcos.  In these interrelated ways, Bulosan 
added to a long and rich legacy of Left activists who transformed the mixed 
legacies of bourgeois rights into a critical and subversive resource for 
challenging class, race, and gender domination. 

Michael McCann is Gordon Hirabayashi Professor for the Advancement of 
Citizenship at the University of Washington.  He is the author of over sixty 
article-length publications and numerous books, including Rights at Work: 
Pay Equity Reform and the Politics of Legal Mobilization (Chicago, 1994) and 
(with William Haltom) Distorting the Law: Politics, Media, and the Litigation 
Crisis (Chicago, 2004).  McCann began a term as Director of the Harry 
Bridges Center for Labor Studies in summer, 2014.

George Lovell holds the Harry Bridges Chair in Labor Studies and is 
currently the Chair of the Political Science Department at the University of 
Washington.  His most recent book is This is Not Civil Rights: Discovering 
Rights Talk in 1939 America (Chicago 2012).

PHOTO: “Carlos Bulosan, 1951.” University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections, POR1438.
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ValErIE FrancISco

On CarlOs BulOsan: TOwards a CriTiCal FilipinO/
Filipina sTudies 
An activist-scholar formation called the Critical Filipina and Filipino Studies 
Collective (CFFSC) takes the position that Carlos Bulosan is indispensable 
for an emerging multidisciplinary field that is equipped in defying the 
neoliberal onslaught against ethnic studies in the United States and the 
unbridled racism most evident in the ongoing U.S. “wars of terrorism” that 
haunt people of color throughout the world.  We take seriously Bulosan’s 
insight that “[I]f the writer has any significance, [s]he should write about the 
world in which [s]he lives: interpret his [her] time and envision the future 
through his [her] knowledge of historical reality” (On Becoming Filipino 43). 
While Bulosan for our times can be taken up in an assortment of ways, 
for the purpose of this article we draw upon Bulosan’s writing and praxis 
to conceptualize an outline for CFFS that can offer grounded analysis and 
academic critique. In this presentation, I explore the parallel yet particular 
political economic conditions in the Philippines and the U.S. that produce 
a precarious gendered Filipina migrant population and their consequent 
solidarity with one another. 

Valerie Francisco is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at 
the University of Portland in Oregon. Francisco received her Ph.D. from the 
Department of Sociology at City University of New York, The Graduate Center. 
She works with a global perspective both in her scholarship and teaching. 
Her current book project explores the dynamics of gender and technology 
of care work in Filipino transnational families in the Philippines and the 
U.S. Through an examination of neoliberal immigration policies and market 
forces, Francisco contextualizes the shifts in the long-standing transnational 
family formation in the Philippines. In journals like Critical Sociology, 
Working USA, The Philippine Sociological Review and International Review of 
Qualitative Research, Dr. Francisco also writes on the transnational activism 
that emerges from the social conditions of migration, separation and migrant 
labor. Francisco’s research is informed by the transnational activism of 
GABRIELA, an alliance of progressive Filipino women’s organizations in the 
Philippines and internationally, and MIGRANTE International, an international 
alliance of Filipino migrant workers.

pETEr BacHo

revisiTing CarlOs: HOw TO read and TeaCH AmericA 
is in the heArt

Peter Bacho is a multi-awarded novelist who lives in Seattle. His books 
nclude: Leaving Yesler; ENTRY; Nelson’s Run; Dark Blue Suit; Boxing in Black and 
White; and CEBU.  He teaches courses on literature and law at Evergreen 
College and serves as an Adjunct Faculty at the University of Washington 
Tacoma. He is also a Staff Attorney for US Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
and a Consultant, The Smithsonian Institution.

5:00 - 7:00 pm

Reception

Reception for the Labor Archives of Washington exhibit, “Author, Poet, and 
Worker: The World of Carlos Bulosan.” 

The reception will feature speakers connecting Bulosan’s legacy to the 
activism of today. Sponsored by the Inlandboatmen’s Union, Region 37.

5:30 pm

Tour of Bulosan Exhibit

conor caSEy
Guided tour of Author, Poet and Worker: The World of Carlos Bulosan,  
Allen Library, Special Collections Lobby and Reading Room

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD of TEAMSTERS
GCC/IBTUNION LABEL® 1265-M



“Trace my life up and down this coast, and you will 

find fragments of me everywhere; you will find my 

blood enriching the soil, my tears flooding the awful 

loneliness of my many hotel rooms. 

But you will also find the seed of my love growing 

radiantly in many lives, promising a fruitage far 

beyond my wildest expectations; and these are now 

shedding lights in darkened lives so gloriously that I 

can almost cry with joy.”

- Carlos Bulosan, letter to Jean Gundlach, May 1953.

 
Jean Gundlach Papers, Acc. # 5207-002, Labor Archives of Washington,  University of Washington Libraries Special Collections




